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New Buda

BY JEN BILNDO
jeni@haysireepress.com

usty and Madehmn Urest

will tefl you that they have

a soft spot for old things:
Restoned classic cars. Graoeful
historic homes. And in this par-
ticular case, old general stores

Last week, the Unestis bought
Buda Grocery and Market, the
store bakly almisst o century
an the corner of Peach and Main
Streets in Buda. And though
lllE'i ve changed the name 1o

a Grocery and Grill and the
renovation work is already un-
derway, the couple plan 1o keep
the store just the way they like
it—truse Lo its historc past,

The stone hasn’t changed much
in the Livst half-century, except
muryhe the covers on the cereal
boxes, Rusty Uresti mused. The
Urestls say they'me now tryingg to
strike a balance between lim-
provement and preservation,

"W wani o preserve [ and
keep the historic feel,” Madelyn
Lliressa] sabd.

The Lirestis purchased the Buda
Grocery business imentary from
former owner Jim Saadeh, and are
leasing the building, with plans 1o
by the property in three years.

7 repalring the original
wood floors, pressure washing the
exierior and cleaning the pressed
tin ceiling ties. The restauram
area is genting expanded, with a
new hand-made bar at the lunch
counter. Ina mix of old and new,
historic photos of Buda will shane
the wall with two new plasma
sereen siellite televisions,

“A lot of people anre happy
thent's somee TLE being pul into
it,” Mudehm Uresti said,

Theee Lirestis want to foous moe
on the restawmnt partion of the
business, and extend the kitchen
hours beyond the cument closing
time af 2 p.m.

“Theres a major kitchen thats
only been utilized for breakfast
tacos and a lght lunch menu,”
Russty Ulresti saicd.

They've found a way 1o indulge
in their love of old vehicles. Every
Saturday, anvone who drives up
in aclassic car= designated asa
vehicle 25 years or older - will get
a free hamburger.

Thee Lirestis will hone the nes-
taurant menu, sdding chalces like
nachos and wings while keeping
the popular iiems ke breakins
tacos, migas and carne guisada
The lunch eounter will take on
the role of an old-fashioned soda
fountain, with hand-scooped
Blue Bell ice cream, smoothies
and chai tea, And they're look-
ing into the possibility of getting
licensed to serve beer and wine,

“Ivs definitely been requested
by miore tham 95 perceni aof the
{)mple that walk in here,” Rusty

Tresq| sabed.

The couple hopes 1o add a
few more upscale options (o the
Li-‘,!'l’ll.Tl‘}".‘«'E'i‘-lhl'l. SUICHT S SOk

gher-end and local beers and
wine,

Long-time clerk Mike Davis will
stay on ot the store,

Thee Urestis are both native
sovuth Avistinites who now lhie on
Cedar Street inold town Buda.

Russty Liresti was a college ath-
kete who went on o play minor
keague baseball with the Atlanta
Braves as a pitcher and catcher,
and then pitched in the Mexican
Baseball League. After his retire-
menil from professional sports,
he managed car dealerships, then
ewned a day care business with
his wiffe.

In 2001, the couple opened
Ruby Ranch Lodge in Buda, a
venue for events like weddings,
corparate retneats and reunions
They plan to maintain that busi-
nEss,

Because Buda Grocery has
been o locnl koo for the lnst siy
diecades, many customers are gl
the store s heing restored and
mainialined - though a few others
have requested that it be trans-
Tormeed Intos @ b i mouishe hall

“You get all these differant
inputs from all these people that
walk in,” Rusty Urest] said.

Thes couple hopes that the
improverments they put into Buda
Grocery will have positive rami-
fications for other businesses on
Main Street.

Il et better for overyone
chowmi thee line, wp and down the
street.” Rusty Uresti said.

triking a balance

Grocery owners hope to blend old and new

The History
of the Buda
Grocery Store

The store muau'nmﬂ ]
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its il as Cleveland Genernl

In 1881, town lounder Cor-
nislka Trimble tald oul the lots
for Budia, Ehean ks &S Du
Pre, The nesd year, Trimible soid
four lots io one Charles Dankel
for $300; Dandel scid the lols
1o James Chandier, Chander
1hen scid one of th lots 1o
Billy Golerth, stipulating in the
dead that i inloxicating lguons
are soki or gheen mway on the
property™ the kand woukd revern
back 1o hiem.

In 1843, Galorth built a

harma on tha cormer of
and Main Sireets, and six
years [ater he soid it o Dant Tal-
lery. Buda's first peace officer.

The tarmiby of E.J. Clavedand
morved into ihe housa in 1807,
Claveland had bean managar of
the successiul Golorth Genearal
Siore, and was hired (o mmn
Buda Marcantile Compary in
ihe shone Diidlng TRak mow
holmses tha 1808 slore. But ha
dacided o go ino business for
himsall. He Bought the propsty
on Peach and bain Strests and
had the housa moved over bo
Prairia Sireat aast ol the rallroad
iracks,

In 18133, he bult & fine shop
on the kol wisene s house had
siood and named i E.. Cleve-
land General Store. He sold
groceries, dry goods, hamesses
and Ly rmachinery, a8 well s
life and property insuranoe.

land General Store. Along with
thadr daughter and son-in-la,
Mary and Gerakd Montaguas,

thary changed the nams (o Buda
Grocary and Markel, a narma

Longtima Biuda

Gerald Moniagus reads iha
Free Press off the meck in his
Elore back in 1884,

The Montagues remodeiad
thé stocs i 1955 butl et intact
original features, such as the
hardwood oors and pressed
lin ceiling liles.

Thary ran iha grocery for half
a canury, becoming fodures in
the community. Gerald Mon-
tague served as school boand
triusisa, woluntasr irg chisl
and councifmemibor,

in 1687, whan Mary was
75 and Gerald vwas 74, thay
finally soid to Austinites Steve
Wright and Termy Delooze,

In 2008, Austin resident Jam
Saadeh bought the bullding
Rusty and Madehm Linesti pur-
chased the business imwentony
last wook,
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clark Mika Davis and one of his tarns, Annelies West, T, poss behind the counies.
Diavia will stay on with the new owners.
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Carpender Mark Morris, keft, and assistant Carnil Roberts, right, ang
instaling new woodwork and expanding the restaurant area. Original
ehameants of the century-o0id building. such as the wood floors and
pressed tin oeiling tiles, will ba left intact,

Trying times
calls for
innovation

ie sttuation some will

despair in the grayness
that lingers. 5till others
will just succumb 1o the
bleakness that seems
to be surrounding us at
every turn, We all have
heard of a friend, col-
league, or acquainiance
who has been displaced
from their job. Yes, these
times are very rough for
lors of Americans that had
nohing to do with the
economic situation that
exists today. For most, the
reality is that:

= [t is easier to start a
new business in positive
coonomic times.

e [ seems within reasan
to get additional training
for staff when the bank
account is fall,

& [t is smart to outpace
competitors by advertis-
ing in growing markets.

These are just a few
examples of the road
most people travel. Many
go down this path and ane
successiul when times
are prosperous, Far fewer
take the risk and follow
these principals during
an economic urndown,
Let it be known, that the
parth o SUCCERS IS never
without some risk.

It is important now
maore than ever 1o look
to our past as we creaic
o néew future. Thomas
Paine wrote, "These ane
the times that try men's
souls” in the opening line
from the first of a series
of pamphlets that he
began writing in Decem-
ber 1776, Titled “The
American Crisis,” these
pamphlets referred 1o
what was the start of the
American Revolutionary
War, His words ring true
today more than ever, To-
day, at this very moment
each of us must begin to
take personal responsibil-
ity for the daily manage-
ment of our finances,
Those who came before
us are comforted by the
assurance that we will
pass our blessings to our
children. Each of us musi
wark quicker, smarter,
and with maore innovation
than ever before. Here ane
a few ways how

You can gain marked
share by building rela-
tipnships within network-
ing opportunities the Kyle
Area Chamber of Com-
merce and its hundreds
of business confacts can
provide you,

You will have the edge
to make beiter decisions
when you attend Kyle
t‘.lumtnr functions and
trainings before the eco-
nomic situation improves,
This will put you ahead of
the game when things be-
gin to fair better and “the
rough economic times”
are mentioned only when
referring 1o the past,

You can lead the way
when you take an edu-
cated and Innovative ap-
Emarh Lo creating a new

usiness or reorganizing

our current business.

ake jt one step further
with free one-on-one
business counseling from
the Small Business De-
velopment Center, taking
place at the Kyle Chamber
affices the second Tues-
day of each month.

;'h-.i city of Kyle is a
shining star in a vari-
ety ol areas, iIncluding
economic development,
that many communities
would love to have. We
currently enjoy an April
2009 increase in sales tax
revenue of 23.96 percent.
We must not allow the
temponary bleakness of
the moment to diminish

Seo CHAMBER NOTES, pg. 6D

I I Our current econoam-
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